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July 9, 2009

Dear Valued Customer,

tn April you received a letter from us notifying you of increased efforts on the part of the US
DOT to improve the safety of battery shipments. These efforts included increased
inspections, working with industry trade groups to promote the safety of battery shipments
and the issuance of a letter clarifying that all batteries need to be protected against short
circuit. Since that time, the US DOT has received a number of requests for relief from the
short circuit protection requirements for the shipment of 1.5 volt alkaline batteries. One of
these requests also included test data supporting the request. In response, the US DOT has
issued an interpretation letter regarding the shipment of 1.5 volt alkaline batteries.

The USDOT interpretation is based on test data that demonstrates that spent 1.5 volt dry
cell alkaline batteries do not contain sufficient energy to produce a dangerous evolution of
heat during transportation nor are they likely to short circuit or create sparks. Therefore,
when transported by highway or rail and separated from other types of batteries of different
sizes or chemistries, spent 1.5-volt alkaline batteries are not subject to the hazardous
materials regulations and do not require terminal protection or protection against short
circuiting.

It is important to note that this packaging relief is only applicable to the common household
size alkaline batteries that are 1.5 volts, that is, AA, AAA, C and D batteries. Lantern size
batteries, 9 volt alkaline batteries, and other common small household size rechargeable
NiCd or NiMH batteries and containers of mixed batteries are not covered by this letter and
must be properly packaged according to the regulations (proper terminal and short circuit
protection provided).

Attached is a copy of the US DOT interpretation letter. For more detailed information on the
proper packaging and safe shipment of all types of batteries, please contact your Veolia
account representative or customer service contact toll-free at 1-800-556-5267.

Veolia ES Technical Solutions, LLC,



U,S. Department of Transportalion
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials
Safety Administration

1200 New .lersey Ave, S,E,
Washington, O.C. 20590

Mr. Paul D. Johnson
Director of Environmental Affairs
Kinbursky Brothers Supply Inc.
1314 N. Anaheim Blvd.
Anabei,n, CA 92801

Re£ No. 09-0090

Dear M,’. Johnson:

This respouds to yonr April 16, 2009 letter on behalf of Kinsbursky Brothers Iuc. (KBI) and
Toxco Iuc. requesting clarification of the Hazardons Materials Regulations (HMR; 49 CFR
Parts 171-180). Specifically, you ask whether Special Provision 130 in § 172.102 and
§ 173.21 apply to the transportatiou of spent alkaline dry cell batteries.

According to your letter, both compauies receive, sort, and package spent alkaliue dry cell
batteries for transportation by highway and/or rail for recycling or disposal. The batteries are
identified and sorted so that only the spent 1.5-volt dry cell alkaline batteries are packaged
together for transportation. You provide test data to demonstrate that these spent batteries
contain very little, if auy, energy content and that they are not capable of producing a
dangerous evolution of heat during transportation.

Section 173.21(c) prohibits the trausportation of electrical devices that are likely to create
sparks or generate a dangerous quantity of heat, unless tile devices are packaged in a manner
that precludes snch an occurrence. Special Provisiou 130 excepts dry batteries not
specifically covered by another entry in tile Hazardons Materials Table fi’om regulation under
the HMR wheu they are securely packaged aud offered for transportation in a manne~: that
prevents a dangerous evolution of heat and protects against short circuits. Based on the test
data provided with your letter, it is the opinion of this Office that speut 1.5-vott alkaliue dry
cell batteries are not likely to geuerate a dangerous quantity of heat nor are they likely to
short circuit or create sparks when they are transported in a packagiug with no other battery
types or chemistries present. Therefore, wben transported by higb\vay or rail and separated



fi’om other types of batteries of different sizes or chemistries, spent 1.5-volt alkaline batteries
do not pose an um’easonable risk in transportation and are not subject to regulation under the
HMR.

I hope this satisfies your inquiry. If we can be of fiu’ther assistance, please contact us.

Sincerelv,               ’-,

\Chief, Standards Development
~ice of Hazardous Materials Standards


